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Open Session
The Sensors and Instrumentation Technical Advisory Committee (SITAC) meeting was held at the Department of Commerce in Room 3884.

The meeting began at 9:30 am with a brief introduction of the attendees.  Mr. Kummer welcomed the attendance of Mr. Dennis Vanderlaske as well as Emily Lynton, representatives from the U.S. Army Night Vision Laboratory. 

This year’s planned meeting dates for the SITAC were determined to be May 13, August 12, and November 12. 

Mr. Stanley Kummer, Chairman of the SITAC,  reviewed the agenda for the meeting.  He mentioned that in response to the November 26,  2002 meeting held at the Department of State to discuss the United States Munitions List (USML) review, several organizations had provided the Defense Technical Advisory Group (DTAG) with written comments addressing the proposed changes to the USML, specifically those that would affect Category 6 items listed on the Commerce Control List (CCL). These organizations included the SITAC, the American Council for Thermal Imaging (ACTI), the International Safety Equipment Association (ISEA), as well as the law firm of Weadon and Associates.  As of this meeting, he had not heard any response from the Department of State confirming receipt of this information or whether or not it was helpful.   Mr. Costanzo, SITAC DFO, explained that the DTAG had received the comments from all the concerned parties and that those comments were being considered in the review process.

Mr. Kummer also provided a handout detailing some proposed SITAC objectives for the year.  These objectives included (1) proposing changes to the Wassenaar Dual Use Technology List, (2) developing concepts that would promote technical IRFPA and IR camera parameters that could be updated annually, (3) increasing Government participation in the SITAC, (4) increasing the visibility of other areas besides thermal imaging, especially the area of lasers, and (5) assisting in keeping U.S. industry competitive by supporting legitimate exports of Category 6 items as well as addressing the national security concerns of the US government. Suggestions were made to invite people from the Department of Energy to future meetings.

Mr. Kummer also provided a handout detailing some proposed discussion topics for the SITAC for the year.  These include (1) obtaining a briefing from the Office of Export Enforcement on some of their concerns, (2) having industry and government representatives discuss the pros and cons associated with any proposed technical parameters, (3) obtaining a briefing from representatives from the Operating Committee (OC) on the license escalation process, including that associated with the OC as well as the Advisory Committee on Export Policy (ACEP), and (4) inviting representatives from the Office of Strategic Industries and Economic Security (OSIES) to attend and to help the SITAC develop a market survey describing trends in the Night Vision industry and its affect on the US military.

Janice Bradley of ISEA mentioned that she believed that it is important for industry to understand export enforcement concerns so as to ensure compliance with the Export Administration Regulations. To that end, Mr. Kummer continues to solicit support from OEE to  present their concerns to the SITAC about the exports of thermal imaging equipment and explain how the IR community can be supportive of their mission.

Dr. Wells (bwells@splasers.com) requested that he be allowed to attend the upcoming Wassenaar negotiations to be held in Vienna, Austria.   He would like to be able to support the U.S. position on several laser-related proposals and asked the DFO to investigate the viability of this request.  Ms. Carpenter noted that other TACs have recently allowed industry representatives to attend these meetings and that permission from the BIS management should be obtained.  

Dr. Wells also noted that processing times for laser-related cases seemed to be slowing and wanted to see if there was anything that could be done to expedite this.  The DFO explained that Mr. Wayne Hovis, a new hire in the Office of Strategic Trade and Foreign Policy controls, will likely be the Government point of contact for the laser working group and would keep the DFO of the SITAC up to date on ways to improve the licensing process.

Mr. Posner, CEO of Mikron Infrared, Inc., mentioned that his company keeps being asked to provide information on foreign availability of IR cameras and detectors.  There has been an overwhelming amount of information provided to the Government, including details of a camera manufactured by SAT, Inc. in the PRC that makes use of a ULIS (formerly Sofradir) focal plane arrays.  He suggested that a central repository of this information be created so that Government agencies can access that information, lessening the burden on industry to keep supplying the same information.   

Ms. Swain provided handouts of the proposed EA/OEE standard license condition language that would be applicable to most night vision commodity-related exports.  She explained that these conditions were arrived at through negotiations with representatives from EA and OEE.  She asked industry to supply their written comments to her via email or facsimile by the end of February.  In addition, Ms. Swain discussed the latest revision of the USML Category XII proposal.  She requested that industry comments should be faxed to her on company letterhead.

The status of current Wassenaar proposals was discussed by Mr. Thompson.  He explained 

that there were several laser- and video camera-related proposals being sent to Wassenaar this year.  The video camera proposals were attempts to decontrol certain high resolution CCD cameras that did not meet certain annotation and stabilization criteria.  This proposal would help keep current controls from capturing mass market commercial items such as digital cameras and camcorders. Another issue being considered involves the exemption of thermal imaging cameras specially designed as part of collision avoidance systems.  These types of applications are growing as is the need to promote public safety.

Sheryl Rubin, the Sensors Unlimited representative, asked that a proposal agreed to by the Wassenaar Arrangement in December 2002 be prioritized by Mr. Borman, the Deputy Assistant Secretary, so that it can be implemented in the CCL at the earliest possible time.  This proposal decontrols certain linear infrared focal plane arrays.  Some of the members have noted that even when proposals are approved in Vienna, as long as a year may pass before the actual language is included in the CCL.  This places U.S. industry at a disadvantage with their foreign competitors, especially when a decontrol note is accepted, as the Wassenaar Dual Use List is published considerably sooner than the CCL, allowing the Wassenaar member nations to enjoy liberalization of the current rules. 

Mr. Kummer mentioned that the SITAC meetings can occupy a large part of the day and suggested that future meetings allow a lunch break.  He asked if this would discourage attendance of the parties present since some individuals may have to catch planes back to the West coast.  This notion was supported by the committee.
The open session was adjourned at 1:00 pm.
