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March 6, 2003

Opening Remarks and introductions TC \l1 "
The Chairman reviewed the agenda and asked if there were any requested additions or changes to be made; however, none were requested. The Committee Liaison Officer discussed the current security and escorting requirements for access throughout the Department of Commerce building.

Minutes of the December 5, 2002 Meeting TC \l1 "
The minutes of the meeting held December 5, 2002 were approved.

Presentation of Papers or Comments by the Public TC \l1 "
There were neither papers submitted nor comments made by the public for discussion.

Review of Proposals Submitted by the Committee TC \l1 "
The Chairman reviewed the status of the four proposals prepared by the MPETAC for submittal to the Department of Commerce.  Prior to review, the Chairman commented that due to the large number of recommended changes in all Categories of the list, some proposals had to be dropped from consideration.

 TC \l2 "
Manuals for “Use” TC \l2 "
The Chairman stated that this proposal was not submitted for consideration, since it was determined that manuals in the public domain (e.g. provided on an Internet site free to the public), were not controlled per Regulation 734.

A question was asked to what or who determines if documents can be placed in the public domain.  After a brief discussion, it was stated that exporters can make their manuals publically available at any time as long as the manuals are not restricted for release by government contracting controls or specific national security controls such as a secret classification.

 TC \l2 "
Specially Designed TC \l2 "
This proposal was submitted, but was not chosen to be included as a proposal to be sent to Wassenaar.  This was largely due to another proposal being reviewed that had a more global approach to addressing “Specially Designed” as it relates to components.

Laser Measurement TC \l2 "
This proposal was submitted for consideration at the Wassenaar meeting.  Prior to submission, however, changes were made to the text that the committee questioned.  The committee felt that the term “laser” should relate to a type of collimated light and not a type of optical instrument as the changed text implied.  After a brief discussion, the committee recommended that the proposal revert back to the text in the list and that the words “laser light” be added as follows.

Note:
2.B.6.b.2. does not control optical instruments, such as autocollimators, using collimated light or laser light to detect angular displacement of a mirror.

Five-Axis Machine Tools TC \l2 "
The proposal by the TAC for a carve out of large 5-axis machine tools was not included in the package of proposals sent to Wassenaar.  It was felt that final resolution on the parameters used to describe the carve out required further discussion and agreement.  It was also noted that there was insufficient proof that there was foreign availability of these types of machines that would also warrant the proposal.

After a brief discussion it was agreed that the MPETAC should continue defining appropriate parameters and values to be used in describing the 5-axis carve out.

Other Business TC \l1 "
The committee questioned if there has been any action taken to have an interagency meeting to discuss ways to improve the licensing procedure to aid in reducing the length in time it takes to receive a license.  DoC commented that a conference call had been held, however, no action has been taken since that time.

The committee again stressed the importance of action on this topic especially since it is now being compounded by the difficulty in obtaining visas for foreign customers to visit the U.S.  It was noted that these two issues are having a detrimental effect on U.S. builders marketing abilities in China.

Action:
TAC Chairman to discuss with Commerce personnel the need for continued discussion and changes to licensing procedures to reduce the length in time in receiving license approval.

Next Meeting TC \l1 "
No date was set for the next meeting.

Adjournment TC \l1 "
The committee adjourned at 1:35 p.m.

