Transportation and Related Equipment Technical Advisory Committee
(TransTAC)

May 4, 2016
U.S. Department of Commerce
Bureau of Industry and Security
Washington, DC

Open Session

TransTAC members in attendance:  (Industry) Mr. Ari Novis (TransTAC Chair), Mr. Brent Baustain*, Mr. Bryce Bittner, Ms. Kim DePew*, Mr. Colin Donahue, Ms. Jaymi Green, Mr. Dean Johnson, Ms. Corinne Kaplan*, Ms. Julie Kelly*, Mr. Rob Lawson, Mr. Michael Osborne*, Mr. Howard Pfeifer, Mr. Mark Phillips*, Ms. Laurie Poindexter, and Mr. Ernest Tong.   (* indicates attended by phone)
(Government) Mr. Mark Jaso standing in for Mr. Gene Christiansen (DFO).
Others present:  The complete list of attendees is attached at the end of these minutes.

Opening remarks
Mr. Ari Novis called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m. and introductions were made around the room.  Two new members were welcomed to the TransTAC, Ms. Jaymi Green and Ms. Corinne Kaplan.
 
ECR
Interagency discussions to address the Public Comments to the proposed rules on Categories VIII and XIX are going on this week and next.  The discussions on Category XII were done two weeks ago.  It was announced that public comments on the proposed update to USML Categories VIII, XIX and XII, and the corresponding EAR bookend rules are available on the BIS and DDTC websites. 

CCL Review – Working Group Reports
Transportation TAC (TransTAC) members described the status of the Working Groups for Categories 7-9 of the Commerce Control List (CCL), as well as efforts underway by the Composite Working Group.

Category 7

Inertials - Mr. Dean Johnson provided a status on the Inertial portion of Category 7: 

The TWG continues to review the ECCNs for accelerometers, gyros, and inertial systems, but has not met since the March TAC meeting.  The TWG worked on a US Wassenaar proposal to utilize Allen Variance methods as the preferred way to characterize performance form MEMS units.  The TWG support discussions at the June Wassenaar meeting.  The TWG is also reviewing the next Category XII and bookend EAR Cat 7.

Category 9 

9.D.4 – Mr. Ari Novis provided a status on the 9.D.4 software TWG.

The purpose of the 9.D.4 TWG is to clarify the text in those entries, and to reduce or eliminate overlap of 9.D.4 with 9.D.1 and 9.D.2.  TWG is working several proposals 9.D.4 under consideration for 2017, specifically 9.D.4.a and 9.D.4.f, which are revisits from 2016.  The TWG is supporting several 9.D.4 non-US Wassenaar proposals.  9.D.4.e, has been moved under the UAS TWG.  More details will be provided in the closed session.

Composite Working Group

Ms. Ari Novis provided a status on the Composite working group (CWG) activities.  

The TransTAC works with the Materials TAC on items of joint interest.  There has been no update from the Composite TWG.  The TWG is supporting several Wassenaar proposals related to composite materials, which will require several coordination phone calls before the June meeting and likely through the summer in anticipation of the Fall meeting.

Gearbox Working Group

No update.  The TAC was reminded that there are substantial changes to USML Category VIII(h)(2) in the proposed update, which impact rotorcraft gearboxes.  The TAC still needs to address 9.E.3.d to assess the proper scope.  The TWG will wait to see the outcome of the Category VIII revision.  The TWG has not made progress recently; Mr. Ari Novis asked anyone interested in supporting the TWG to contact him.

An action was taken to send the Gearbox White Paper from 2014 to the TAC.  

UAS Working Group

Ms. Janelle Gamble discussed the progress of the UAS TWG.

The UAS TWG has recently held several monthly meetings, has divided up into sub-groups to attack various issues, including maritime automatic takeoff and landing equipment and proposals to improve the current EAR definition of UAV.  


MT Control TWG

Mr. Ari Novis discussed the progress of the Missile Technology (MT) TWG.

The purpose of the TWG is to find a way to remove “large” pre-certified commercial propulsion engines from MT control.  A proposal was presented at the October MTCR plenary, and additional clarifications were provided for the March plenary.  The proposal is under favorable consideration by the Partners, with some focus on adjusting the thresholds.  The TWG will continue to support the effort for the Fall MTCR plenary. 

Spacecraft TWG

Mr. Ari Novis discussed the progress of the Spacecraft TWG.

The Spacecraft TWG has been established and meetings started in March.  Please contact Mr. Mark Phillips or Mr. Ari Novis if interested.  The TWG is compiling a prioritized list of agenda items to work.  Most of the issues have to do with items that are on the USML that the TWG thinks should be on the CCL.  It is a challenge for a Commerce TAC to have a direct impact on the USML, but the TWG will look for ways forward, using the Gearbox TWG as a model.

Compressor TWG

Mr. Ari Novis discussed the progress of the Compressor TWG.

The Compressor TWG has been established and meetings started in January.  The objective is to determine if a need exists for controls on Gas Turbine Engine compressor technology.  The area is active; the proposed Category XIX rule contains three compressor-related entries.  A non-paper will be submitted for the June Wassenaar meeting.  There are no proposals ready at this time; that may change based on the response to the non-paper.

Objectives/New Teams

Continue to review Categories 7, 8, and 9 for possible updates. 

Leverage the TAC as a clearinghouse for ECR, as we have Commerce, DoD, and State in the room with Industry.  

Clarify 9.E.3.d. “power transfer systems”

Eliminate overlap and clarify control thresholds with 9.D.1, 9.D.2, and 9.D.4.

Assist in resolving MT control of large engines.

Work UAS topics

Review existing controls/need for new controls on commercial satellites

Opportunities to decontrol aspects of Industrial Gas Turbine (IGT) technology.

Other Topics

No other topics were discussed.

Proposals/Comments from the public

Mr. William Root brought up April 4 Missile Technology update in the Federal register.  There appears to be a conflict when applying Part 740.13 TSU, subparagraphs .a and .c, against the overall restrictions in 740.2.a.5 MT prohibitions.  Mr. Root has had discussions with BIS on the topic.  This may be a mismatch with a recently updated EAA Annex.  Mr. Root asked for support in clarifying the situation, and offered to forward the email exchanges.  Mr. Ari Novis offered to review the email exchange.

It was announced that Mr. Gene Christiansen, the BIS CFO, will be retiring in August and that we wanted to convey his thanks to the TAC for its support.  

The Open Session adjourned at 10:05 a.m.
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